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Chapter Preview

Welcome to a new chapter in the
continuing saga of the telling and retelling
of the never-ending story of the people
who have called Ripley, Ohio home. While
legends and legacies abound in this historic
village our principle mission in publishing
this book is to concentrate almost
exclusively on the last fifty years of events
and families in this river community.

Although at this writing almost two
centuries years have passed since those
first Virginians settled the town, the simple
truth is the character of Ripley, Ohio
continues primarily to be formed not by
those born here but rather by those who
came here. The pages in this book recall
their and our stories. We hope you enjoy
reading this manuscript as much as the
contributing authors enjoyed writing it.

To highlight the spirit and scope of this
truly unique community both past and
present the Bicentennial Book Committee
has incorporated into this introduction
three recently written perspectives of our
town. One was penned for oratory delivery
by a prominent citizen with generational
roots reaching back before the time Ripley
was called Staunton. The second piece
flows from recollections of a lifelong
Ripley resident fondly recalling memories
of a yesteryear not long past. The third
narrative was penned by a gifted and world
renowned author whose listed reasons to
live here speaks volumes to the allure,
charm, and sanctuary of a tiny place in
southern Ohio that will touch your heart.
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